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SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT WINS VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 

REF: LONDON 3842 

SUMMARY - LABOR GOVERNMENT MARCH 1 1 WON ITS FIRST VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE BY SOLID 17 VOTE MAJORITY AFTER RAUCOUS, DIS- 
ORDERLY DEBATE WHICH FEATURED PRIME MINISTER WILSON AND 
CHANCELLOR HEALEY DIRECTING MOST OF THEIR SALVOS AT DIS- 
SIDENT LABOR BACKBENCHERS. BOTH WILSON AND HEALEY MADE 
IT CLEAR THAT GOVERNMENT IS NOT DISPOSED TO REVISE ITS 
PLANNED CUTS IN EXPENDITURE PROGRAMS IN ANY SIGNIFICANT 
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WAY, THOUGH POSSIBILITY OF READJUSTMENTS WITHIN CURRENTLY 
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PROPOSED GLOBAL SUMS CANNOT BE DISCOUNTED. CONSERVATIVE 
LEADER THATCHER DIRECTED HER FIRE AT DIVISION IN LABOR 
RANKS OVER ECONOMIC POLICY IN WHAT WAS POSSIBLY HER BEST 
YET PERFORMANCE AS LEADER. WHILE OUTCOME WAS AS EXPECTED 
AND REPRESENTS VINDICATION OF GOVERNMENT AND ITS ECONOMIC 
POLICY, ENTIRE EPISODE HAS WEAKENED GOVERNMENT AND LEFT 
DEEP WOUNDS IN PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY (PLP) UPON WHICH 
WILSON IS ULTIMATELY DEPENDENT. CONVERSELY, CONSERVA- 
TIVES HAVE BEEN GIVEN PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST. WE DO NOT, 
HOWEVER, BELIEVE END OF LABOR GOVERNMENT IS IN SIGHT, AS 
HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY SOME OBSERVERS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . GOVERNMENT MARCH 1 1 USED PROCEDURAL ADI OURNMENT MO- 
TION TO SEEK VOTE OF CONFIDENCE WHICH, AFTER DISORDERLY 
AND OFTEN BITTER DEBATE, IT WON BY MAJORITY OF 297 TO 

280. FEAR THAT UNCERTAINTY ABOUT GOVERNMENT AND ITS ECO- 
NOMIC POLICIES MIGHT INTENSIFY PRESSURES ON THE POUND 
CAUSED CABINET TO OPT FOR IMMEDIATE INTRODUCTION OF PRO- 
CEDURAL MOTION RATHER THAN FORMAL MOTION OF CONFIDENCE 
WHICH COULD NOT HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED BEFORE FRIDAY, MARCH 
12 (FRIDAY SESSIONS ARE TRADITIONALLY DEVOTED TO PRIVATE 
MEMBERS' BUSINESS AND POORLY ATTENDED). ONCE THIS DE- 
CISION WAS TAKEN, CHIEF WHIP BOB MELLISH CALLED SPECIAL 
MEETING OF PLP. READ THE RIOT ACT TO DISSENTING MEMBERS 
OF TRIBUNE GROUP, WHO HAD ALREADY INDICATED THEIR INTEN 
TION TO SUPPORT GOVERNMENT ON CONFIDENCE MOTION, AND 
STRESSED THAT FAILURE TO BACK GOVERNMENT WOULD TRIGGER 
GENERAL ELECTION. TO DISCIPLINE DISSIDENTS, THREE TRI- 
B UNITES WHO SERVED AS PRIVATE SECRETARIES TO CABINET MI- 
NISTERS AND VOTED AGAINST GOVERNMENT WERE TOLD TO RESIGN 
OR BE SACKED. AT LEAST ONE LABOR MP WAS SUMMONED FROM 
HOSPITAL TO COMMONS FOR FINAL VOTE. 

2. DEBATE WAS LED OFF BY PRIME MINISTER WHO SCATHINGLY 
ATTACKEO HIS PARTY'S ERRANT LEFTISTS, ACCUSING THEM OF 
SIDING WITH THE TORIES AND LABELLING THIS ALLIANCE, IN A 

Cl .EAR REFERENCE TO THE OPPOSITION LEADER'S DRESS "ARSENIC 
AND RED CHIFFON." IT WAS NOT ONE OF WILSON'S BETTER PER- 
FORMANCES AND CONTRASTED STARKLY WITH THAT OF THATCHER 
WHOM MANY OBSERVERS FELT HAD HER BEST DAY AS OPPOSITION 
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LEADER. WHERE WILSON WAS VINDICTIVE AND SOMEWHAT PETTY, 
THATCHER WAS INCISIVE. THE ISSUE, SHE SAID, WAS WHETHER 
A GOVERNMENT WHOSE ECONOMIC POLICIES ARE OPPOSED BY SUB- 
STANTIAL PORTION OF ITS OWN PARTY COULD GOVERN, AND SHE 
RECEIVED NO REPLY. OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF LABOR BACK- 
BENCHERS SUPPORTED GOVERNMENT IN THEIR SPEECHES, FLAYING 
THEIR TRIBUNITE COLLEAGUES WHO SHOWED ANGER BUT NOT CON 
TRITION. LEFTISTS REPEATEDLY MADE POINT THAT WHILE THEY 
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WOULD VOTE FOR GOVERNMENT, THEIR VOTES SHOULD NOT BE CON- 
STRUED AS SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED SPENDING CUTS. CHANCEL- 
LOR HEALEY WOUND UP DEBATE. DEFENDING GOVERNMENT S ECONO- 
MIC STRATEGY AND ATTACKING DISSENTERS WITH EVEN GREATER 
VENOM THAN WILSON. 

3. ACTUAL OUTCOME, WHICH WAS NEVER REALLY IN DOUBT, WAS 
SOMETHING OF ANTI-CLIMAX. TRIBUNITES DUTIFULLY TROOPED 
THROUGH GOVERNMENT LOBBY WITH OTHER LABOR PARTY MEMBERS, 
THE SINGLE SDLPMEMBER AND THE NORTHERN IRELAND INDEPEN- 
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DENT, FRANK MAGUIRE. OPPOSITION PARTIES, WITH EXCEPTION 
OF SEVEN MEMBERS OF NORTHERN IRELAND UNIONIST COALITION 
(UUUC) WHO ABSTAINED, VOTED AGAINST GOVERNMENT, BUT FELL 
17 VOTES SHORT. 

5. COMMENT: IT WAS CLEAR FROM STATEMENTS OF PRIME MINI- 
STER AND CHANCELLOR THAT GOVERNMENT WILL NOT MODIFY PRO- 
POSED CUTS IN FUTURE SPENDING PROGRAMS IN ANY SIGNIFICANT 
WAY. POSSIBILITY OF SOME READIUSTMENTS WITHIN OVERALL 
TOTALS, HOWEVER, CANNOT BE ENTIRELY DISCOUNTED, THOUGH 
ANY SUCH CHANGES WOULD BE RESULT OF TUC RATHER THAN TRI- 
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BUNE GROUP PRESSURES. AS TO TRIBUNE’S FUTURE BEHAVIOR, 
CHANCELLOR HEALEY MARCH 12 TOLD EMBOFFS THAT HE EXPECTS 
DISSIDENTS TO VOTE WITH GOVERNMENT ON FINANCE BILL IMPLE- 
MENTING SPENDING CUTS. 

6. EVENTS OF PAST TWO DAYS, ESPECIALLY WHEN TAKEN TO- 
GETHER WITH OVERWHELMING CONSERVATIVE VICTORIES IN THE 
WIRRAL AND CARLSHALTON BY-ELECTIONS (SEPTEL), HAVE REVI- 
VED SAGGING TORY SPIRITS - INDEED, THE SURGE OF POLITICAL 
JUICES THROUGH PARTY'S VEINS IS ALMOST VISIBLE. THE GO- 
VERNMENT HAS BEEN DAMAGED. AND CONSERVATIVE CONFIDENCE AT 
LEAST PARTIALLY RESTORED. SOME POLITICAL OBSERVERS, MOST 
NOTABLY THE "TIMES," ARE ALREADY SPECULATING ON A FALL 
ELECTION. FROM OUR VANTAGE POINT, HOWEVER, SUCH SUGGES- 
TIONS ARE PREMATURE. WHILE THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
WOUNDED, THE END IS BY NO MEANS IN SIGHT. 
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